
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Teen Volunteer 
Programs 

CPAW and TPAW 
  



 

Overview 
Over the years the Humane Society of Manatee County’s (HSMC) volunteer 
program has seen a peak in interest from students in middle and high school. 
HSMC’s hours of operation make it challenging for students to volunteer. School 
and extracurricular activities limit the amount of time student volunteers can 
dedicate and make it difficult for some students to earn hours towards school 
related community service.  

Our Teen Volunteer Program is designed to allow 6th-12th graders the opportunity 
to volunteer with or without a parent or guardian present, a chance to give 
back to their community, and earn hours towards school related community 
service. The teen program is divided in to two groups based on the student’s 
current grade enrolled in.  

Each program will have dedicated class times to learn about animal welfare, 
animal behavior and communication, and safety and well-being. Each 
program is split in to two (2) sessions: 

Spring: February-May 
Fall: August-November 
 

Teen Program Volunteers will earn 30 hours that will be credited to their 
volunteer account and will be counted towards any potential scholarship 
requirements. Volunteers enrolled in either teen program must attend all class 
meetings to be accredited the full 30 hours with the exception of holiday 
weekends.  

  



CPAW (Grades 6th-9th) 

CPAW stands for Children Promoting Animal Welfare. CPAW is designed to 
teach adolescents what the shelter and clinic do for the community and the 
importance of proper pet care.  

Classes for CPAW will be held at our Second Chance Adoption Center every 
second Saturday from 9am-12pm during Spring and Fall sessions. Each class will 
include a brief educational portion on animal welfare with guest speakers, 
activities centered around the educational segment, and monitored time to 
give attention to some of our shelter animals. Classes will cover various topics 
such as the importance of spay/neuter, animal behavior, evacuation plans and 
so much more!  

To join CPAW, volunteers must email volunteer@humanesocietymanatee.org to 
receive a registration application. Once the application has been reviewed, the 
volunteer will be invited to attend. CPAW is limited to 15 volunteers each session. 
A $30 on-boarding fee is required to join and will be due at the time of the first 
meeting. Dues cover volunteer insurance and designated CPAW t-shirt.  

 

TPAW (Grades 10th-12th) 

TPAW stands for Teens Promoting Animal Welfare. TPAW is an opportunity for 
students to earn hours towards scholarships for college. Class meetings will be 
held every fourth Saturday from 9am-12pm during the Spring and Fall session 
and will be centered around fundraising opportunities.  

TPAW Volunteers will plan a fundraiser that will be held at the end of the session. 
Volunteers will create a budget and goal, organize marketing and advertising 
materials to be used on HSMC’s Facebook and website, and create an 
expected outcome of the fundraiser.  

To join TPAW, volunteers must email volunteer@humanesocietymantee.org to 
receive a registration application. Once the application has been reviewed, the 
volunteer will be invited to attend. TPAW is limited to 12 volunteers each session. 
A $30 on-boarding fee is required to join and will be due at the time of the first 
meeting. Dues cover volunteer insurance, designated TPAW t-shirt, and materials 
needed.   
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FAQs 
When is the deadline for application submissions? 
Volunteers interested in Spring session must submit applications before January 
15th. Volunteers interested in Fall session must submit applications before July 
15th. Applications received after deadlines will be added to a wait list and will 
be notified of any openings. 
 
What if the program is full before the deadline? 
If either program becomes full before the deadline, applicants will be 
considered for the following session before registration opens.  
 
If I sign up for a session, am I automatically enrolled in the following session? 
No. After the completion of each session, CPAW and TPAW volunteers will be 
asked if they would like to continue for the next session. A discounted rate will be 
applied to cover only the materials needed. 
 
Can I volunteer on other days? 
You may volunteer on other days but it will not be counted towards your earned 
30 hours from the CPAW or TPAW programs. If you are interested in volunteering 
in addition to our Teen Volunteer Program, you will have to attend a volunteer 
orientation. 
 
Do I have to have a parent or guardian with me? 
During the designated Saturday meetings, it is not required for parents or 
guardians to attend. If you have completed a volunteer orientation and are 
under the age of 16, a parent or guardian must be present. 
 
What if I miss a meeting? 
Each session has 3 meetings. We will not hold meetings on Easter or Thanksgiving 
weekends. If you miss a meeting, the volunteer coordinator will review the 
excuse and inform you of any extra credit to make up for the missed day. 
 
If I enroll in the TPAW program, how do we decide on a fundraiser? 
On the first meeting, TPAW volunteers will vote for the best idea. Majority vote 
will determine which fundraiser will be planned. 
 
If you have any additional questions about either program, please email our 
volunteer coordinator at volunteer@humansocietymanatee.org or call 941-747-
8808 ext 315. 
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Personal Information 
 
_____________________________________________                   ____________             __________ 
Student’s Name            Age                           Grade 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address                                                           City                                St                 Zip Code 
 
________________________________                    __________________________________________  
Phone Number                                                   School Name                   
 
_________________________________      ______________________       ________________________ 
Emergency Contact                  Relationship     Phone Number 
 

Which program are you applying to?     ________ CPAW   ________ TPAW 

Which term are you applying for? __________Spring (Feb-May)    ________Fall (Aug-Nov) 

Are you a current volunteer at HSMC?     _______Yes   _______ No 

Please explain why you would like to be a CPAW or TPAW Volunteer. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you apart of any school related fundraising clubs such as student government? If 
so, please explain your roles and any projects you’ve planned. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you need to complete service hours for scholarships, please name the scholarship 
and your hours that need to be reached.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

For TPAW applicants only, what is your idea of a fundraiser that would help raise money 
or awareness for HSMC?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please email your application to volunteer@humanesocietymanatee.org or drop off at 
our Second Chance Adoption Center. 
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