
Manatee County, 1971 proved to be a pivotal year for 
animal welfare when a pioneering effort to save the 
lives of stray dogs and cats was first set in motion by a 

small group of community residents that were passionate 
in their belief that all animals deserved to be 
treated humanely. 
 It was then that a woman by the name of 
Gertrude Decker first founded the Humane 
Society of Manatee County (HSMC), laying 
the groundwork for a regional effort to 
provide a nurturing environment until 
loving forever homes for abandoned or 
homeless animals could be found.
 Now, as HSMC kicks off a year-
long commemoration of its 50th 
anniversary on Saturday, March 20, 
at Paws in Motion Walk-a-Thon, 
its largest fund-raiser of the year, 
the nonprofit organization proudly 
celebrates the prestigious standing it 
has earned as Manatee County’s leading 
animal welfare organization. (For more 
details about Paws in Motion, see the sidebar on page 34.) 
 From its inception, HSMC embraced a “no-kill” philosophy that 
has stood the test of time for the past five decades. What’s more, 
the guiding beliefs of the original founders have evolved into four 
core programs that are now the foundation for all of the lifesaving 
efforts at the shelter. These core programs are:

• • A spay/neuter 
protocol that is either 
low cost or free to 
qualified community 
residents to reduce 
and prevent animal 
overpopulation
• • Adoption of 
homeless animals 
following rehabilitation 
and appropriate 
medical care
• • Trap-Neuter-Return 
(TNR) of the county’s 
feral cats
• • Owner support and 
pet retention to keep 
families and their pets 
together

 Since March 2016, Rick Yocum not only has served as HSMC’s 
executive director, but he also has been the impetus behind 
much of the organization’s phenomenal growth and numerous 

achievements in recent years. 
 Prior to assuming the executive director’s 

position at HSMC five years ago, Rick had a 
diverse resume that included work in animal 

welfare, business, education and local 
politics.    
    In his work at HSMC, Rick is quick 
to credit the role of the board of 
directors in navigating the growth and 
development of the organization.
     “As executive director, my biggest 

responsibility is to execute the board 
of directors’ plans and to work 
within the budget the board has 

approved,” Rick says. “A big part of 
the success we have enjoyed has been, 
in part, due to the close involvement of 
the board of directors in the decision-
making process.” 

A Closer Look at HSMC’s Early Years
     While HSMC was first established in 1971, it wasn’t until 1973 
that the organization received its 501 (c)(3) nonprofit status. 
     Establishing a board of directors at the outset was fundamental 
in propelling HSMC in a positive direction and guiding the 
nonprofit’s growth in years to come.
   For its first nine years, HSMC operated exclusively as a foster-
based animal organization until it was able to subsidize and 
support a facility of its own. 
  HSMC’s original animal shelter, known as The Decker House, 
first opened in 1980. The building, which is located on the campus 
between HSMC's Veterinary Clinic and the Second Chance 
Adoption Center, was bequeathed to the organization to serve as 
an animal shelter. 
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Photo, at left: Rick Yocum, who has served as HSMC’s executive  director 
since March 2016. Opposite page: top row, left to right: The LED sign 
at HSMC’s Veterinary Clinic on 14th Street West in Bradenton provides 
 passersby with service offerings and event news; The Decker House, 
which is now the Cat Cottage, was HSMC’s first animal shelter. Photo, 
middle row: Opened to the public in 2015, HSMC’s  Veterinary Clinic 
offers high quality, low to moderate cost veterinary services. Photos, 
bottom row, left to right: The spacious examination room adjacent to the 
 surgical suite, where patients are prepped for surgery; the state-of-the-
art surgical suite at HSMC’s Veterinary Clinic. Photos by Jim Fullwood, 
Paws for Pet Sake Photography and Ezekiel Merion/Ezekiel Photography
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   Early fund-raising efforts included collecting cans and newspapers for recycling. 
An apartment in the building also was rented out to help offset the costs of 
running the new shelter.

HSMC’s Second Chance Adoption Center
 First opened in May 1993, the Second Chance Adoption Center—which also is 
home to the organization’s administrative offices—is located at 2515 14th Street 
West in a two-story building adjacent to The Decker House that was purchased 
by the organization in the late 1980s. 
 It is here that all breeds—as well as medically and behaviorally challenged 
animals—are taken in as part of HSMC’s ongoing commitment to its no-kill 
policy.
 Each dog and cat welcomed into the Second Chance Adoption Center—no 
matter what the circumstances—receives the highest quality medical care and 
loving attention throughout their stay. 

 Of special importance is the behavioral training program for dogs that HSMC 
now has in place to help increase their chances of finding forever homes.
 “Our shelter has come full circle by also providing behavioral services to pet 
owners post adoption,” Rick says. “This has significantly contributed to our 
adoption retention rate, which is now in excess of 98 percent.”  
 As the adoption center has evolved through the years, innovative programs 
have been put in place that have significantly contributed to the ever-escalating 
number of adoptions each year.
 One such offering is HSMC’s “Sleepover Program,” which enables prospective 
adoptive families to bring a dog or cat home for a three- to four-night trial period 
to best determine if the animal is a good match for family members and their 
lifestyle.
 Another important HSMC innovation is the “Senior for Seniors” program that 
was created to match animals 6 years of age and older with senior citizens in 
our community who are 65-plus years of age. To encourage older area residents 
to adopt and experience how animal companions contribute to their physical 
and emotional health and well being, adoption fees in the program are waived 
(Heartworm prevention costs and county tag fees, however, still apply.).
 One of the numbers Rick admits he is most proud of is the length of time 
adoptable dogs are in residence at HSMC’s Second Chance Adoption Center.

 “Our average length of stay for dogs is just 31 
days,” he says. 
 The average length of stay for cats is equally 
impressive: It is approximately 34 days.

HSMC’s Veterinary Clinic
 An important and consequential milestone in 
HSMC’s ongoing evolution was the unveiling of the 
state-of-the-art veterinary clinic that first opened 
its doors in September 2015. Located at 2415 14th 
Street West, the 10,000-square-foot veterinary clinic 
occupies land adjacent to the adoption center, which 
was previously the site of a Salvation Army building 
that had been abandoned for many years. 
 Open to the public with no income or residency 
requirements, the veterinary clinic, which began as 
a high-volume spay/neuter clinic, has become a full-
service veterinary clinic offering a spectrum of high-
quality, low-to-moderate-cost services that include:

• • Wellness Exams
• • Vaccines
• • Spay & Neuter Surgery
• • X-rays
• • Heartworm Treatment
• • Dentistry & Dental X-rays for Dogs & Cats
• • Walk-In Vaccine Clinics

 HSMC’s veterinary clinic has two full-time 
veterinarians—Dr. Lindsey Rollend, who serves as 
the clinic’s wellness director, and Dr. Ashley Gillett, 
who is the surgeon on staff.
 “We also have a team of contract veterinarians 
that we can bring in, when needed,” Rick says.
 As part of its service to the community, HSMC’s 
Veterinary Clinic has its own Online Pet Pharmacy 
for its patients, offering nonprofit prices for flea 
prevention, heartworm prevention and parasite 
control for dogs and cats, as well as free shipping. 
 Since its opening less than six years ago, the 
veterinary clinic already has doubled the number of 
animals that it sees each year.
 “In 2020, more than 13,000 dogs and cats came 
through our veterinary clinic,” Rick reports. 
 It is, he says, one of HSMC’s greatest 
achievements.
 Of special importance is the veterinary clinic’s 
TNR (Trap-Neuter-Return) work in the community, 
which has played a critical role in helping reduce the 
feral cat population in our region. Individuals and 
animal groups involved in TNR bring trapped feral 
cats to HSMC’s Feral Cat Porch, a shaded and secure 
outdoor area on the campus. Spay/neuter services 
are performed and vaccines are administered in the 
veterinary clinic, and the trappers then pick up the 
cats and return them to their original environments.
 Last year, HSMC’s Veterinary Clinic performed an 
impressive 1,346 TNR surgeries. 
 To further expand its veterinary clinic services, 
HSCM currently is in the process of entering into 

Above: The reception area at the Second Chance Adoption Center, located at 
2515 14th Street West in Bradenton, welcomes  community residents interested in 
adopting a new forever friend. Photo by Jim Fullwood, Paws for Pet Sake Photography
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an agreement with a local, independent mobile 
veterinarian and ultrasound specialist, who 
will visit the clinic two to three times a month, 
making ultrasound services more affordable for all 
community pet owners that the clinic serves.
 “Our expansion of services directly correlates to 
community need,” Rick says. “Before offering any 
new service, we look at what is most needed by 
area pet owners and strategize on how best to meet 
those needs at low to moderate costs.”
 To that end, HSMC is currently in the final phases 
of introducing dermatology services at the clinic.
 “As many as 70 percent of the animals that we 
see at the clinic suffer from dermatology issues,” 
Rick says. “Dr. Rollend, our wellness director, has 
completed extensive dermatology training that 
enables her to identify the allergen causing the issue 
and actually cure the condition, rather than just 
treating allergies with steroid-based medications.” 
 In the very near future, the HSMC Veterinary Clinic 
also will offer basic orthopedic surgery. 
 “Our surgeon, Dr. Gillett, is in the process of 
completing her training in orthopedic surgery, so 
that we can offer low-to-moderate cost services 
to patients suffering from a range of orthopedic 
conditions,” Rick says.
 Construction projects in the veterinary clinic are 
ongoing as part of HSMC’s effort to best utilize the 
10,000 square foot space.
 In recent months, two additional wellness exam 
rooms were added in the clinic, while one of the 
existing wellness exam rooms was converted into 
a double-sized dental surgical suite, complete with 
brand new dental X-ray capabilities.
 “By expanding the dental surgical suite, we have 
doubled the capacity of the number of dental 
patients we can treat, from 400 to 800 dogs and cats 
each year,” Rick reveals.
 Another recently completed project includes 
the conversion of part of the veterinary clinic’s 
community room—which extends the length of the 
building—into a full-service, walk-in vaccine clinic.
 Pet owners and their dogs or cats enter the 
building through the clinic’s main entrance and 
through the community room door, where they will 
be greeted by the vaccine clinic’s customer service 
representative. With strict social distancing protocols 
in place, one to two pet owners will be seated in 
a waiting area until they are escorted by a staff 
member to the clinic area for administration of the 
vaccines.
 Once vaccinations are complete, pet owners exit 
the community room through a separate doorway, 
so they do not have to re-enter either the waiting 
area or the veterinary clinic’s main reception area.
 “By opening the walk-in vaccine clinic in the 
community room, we have improved the flow of 
traffic to maximize efficiency and minimize contact 
between community vaccine clinic clients and their 
pets,” Rick says.  

 Another innovative and exciting development at HSMC’s veterinary clinic is a 
veterinary technician internship program launched not long ago by Dr. Rollend. 
Approved by the Florida Veterinary Medical Association, the program employs 
two paid veterinary technician assistants who undergo 12 months of training 
at the veterinary clinic before taking a test to receive certification. Once the 
veterinarian technicians graduate, two new students will be brought into the 
program.   
 Still another noteworthy change at HSMC was the renovation and conversion 
of The Decker House, the organization’s original shelter, into the Cat Cottage.
 Previously the cats and kittens in HSMC’s care were housed in “Meow Manor,” 
a multi-room unit in the Second Chance Adoption Center, within an audible 
distance from the dogs at the shelter. The decision was made to move the cats 
into The Decker House, after the interior was completely repainted by the staff, 
to separate the cats and dogs in an effort to lessen anxiety at the shelter.
 In the months to come, a 150- to 200-square foot “catio,” complete with a roof 
and pavers, will be constructed on the side of The Decker House, offering cats 

and kittens free-roaming, yet safely enclosed space to spend time outdoors. 
 The catio is being built thanks, in part, to a bequest by one of HSMC’s patrons, 
who earmarked his donation to directly benefit the shelter’s cats. The remaining 
money needed to complete the catio was raised through various fund-raisers.
 Perhaps the most exciting development at HSMC is its plan to further expand 
its campus to prepare for future growth and development.
 In April 2020, HSMC closed on a 1/2 acre of property with two buildings 
totaling 6,000 square feet that is adjacent to the veterinary clinic on 14th Street 
West in Bradenton.
 “Purchase of the property expands our campus by 30 percent and our building 
usage by 30 percent,” Rick reveals.
 Once the purchase was completed, a building and expansion committee that 
includes three board members and the executive director was established to 
develop a strategic plan on how best to utilize the buildings moving forward.
 Rehabilitation work on the property already has begun, which will be followed 
by renovations to both buildings in the months to come.
 The smaller building, which measures 2,000 square feet, will be the new 
home of the call center and some of the medical administrative offices, which, 
Rick says, will free up space in the veterinary clinic for orthopedic surgery and 
dermatology patients.

Above, two wellness rooms at HSMC’s Veterinary Clinic were recently converted into 
a double-sized dental suite that now offers dental X-ray services for the first time in 
HSMC’s history. Photo by Jim Fullwood, Paws for Pet Sake Photography

Continued on Page 34



 Still in its initial planning stages, the second building is slated to 
include additional administrative offices, as well as a brand new 
Humane Education Center, which will replicate a college-style 
classroom with seating for up to 100 people, where lectures and 
presentations will be held.
 “Our vision is to create a large classroom for the community that 
will be available to 
any animal welfare 
group, school district, 
law enforcement 
agency or other 
community group 
that is interested in 
providing educational 
programs for the 
public,” Rick says.
 In addition to 
ongoing renovation 
of the new property 
and its buildings, 
HSMC also is in the 
process of installing 
high-quality turf in 
the dog’s outdoor 
socialization area 
behind the Second 
Chance Adoption 
Center. Seventy 
percent of the 
funding already is 
in place to cover all 
costs. 
 As in the 
beginning, HSMC’s 
board of directors 
continues to play 
a pivotal role in 
establishing policy 
and defining the 
strategies needed 
for the organization’s 
continued growth 
and development.
 In his work with HSMC during the past five years, Rick says 
that one of his greatest rewards has been working closely with 
the board of directors in establishing the veterinary clinic as a 
community resource that ensures that all area residents who need 
medical care for their pets will never be turned away, no matter 
what financial challenges they may be facing. 
 “The well being of each animal always come first,” he says.  
 Rick also is most proud of the collaboration that now exists 
between many of the animal welfare agencies in Sarasota and 
Manatee counties and beyond. 
 “Right now, we probably have about 12 organizations that 
collaborate on a regular basis,” he says. “The high level of 
communication that is ongoing between these agencies enables 
us to discuss what the current needs are in our communities and 
who can best address them in a regional effort to help each other 
and, most importantly, to help animals in need. If we can all work 

together, we can get more things done for the animals in our 
community.”

The Celebration Begins!
 While many of the 50th anniversary celebratory events still are 
in the early planning stages, HSMC will be kicking off its celebration 
with the Paws in Motion Walk-a-Thon on Saturday, March 20 (See 

the sidebar below.).
   It’s important to 
note that it is HSMC’s 
goal is to make the 
outdoor fund-raiser 
safe for everyone, 
despite the lingering 
pandemic.
   “We have operated 
successfully at the 
shelter and veterinary 
clinic throughout the 
pandemic; we did 
not close at all,” Rick 
says. “With proper 
protocols in place, 
we are very confident 
that we can put on 
a socially distanced 
outdoor event that 
protects everyone 
involved.”
   Other 50th anniver-
sary celebrations will 
include the annual 
“Because of You” 
donor appreciation 
lunch, which will be 
held outdoors on 
Sunday, April 25, 
again with social 
distancing protocols 
in place. This year, 
attendees will have 
an option to attend 
in person or pick up a 

boxed lunch prior to the event and attend the gathering virtually.
   Then on Tuesday, June 29, Rick will join the Bradenton Kiwanis 
in the club’s 100th anniversary celebration by participating in an 
online Zoom meeting where he will have an opportunity to share 
highlights of HSMC’s 50-year history.
 For additional information about other 50th anniversary events 
and activities that will be held throughout the year, visit 
www.humanemanatee.org and HSMC’s Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/humanemanatee.  

Looking Back, Forging Ahead  
 In retrospect, HSMC’s first 50 years have been nothing short of 
extraordinary, especially in light of the fact that the “community-
based private, non-profit organization” receives no state or 
federal dollars. Throughout its history, HSMC has, instead, relied 
on donations, grants and fund-raisers to cover the expenses 
involved in caring for the animals at the adoption center, as well as 
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Paws in Motion Walk-a-Thon Kicks Off
HSMC’s 50th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, March 20 • 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
 

 HSCM plans to host a variety of events and 
activities in celebration of its 50th anniversary
 throughout 2021.  
 A fitting launch for the celebration is HSMC’s 
largest fund-raiser of the year, the Paws in 
Motion Walk-a-Thon, which will be held on
Saturday, March 20, 2021, from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon at Caddy’s of Bradenton, located at 
801 Riverside Drive East in Bradenton.
 Now in its 15th year, Paws in Motion includes a 
leisurely, one-mile stroll on the River Walk in Bradenton, enjoyed by 
individuals and teams—and their leashed dogs—who have collected pledges 
from friends, family members and colleagues.
 This year there also will be an expanded vendor village with a variety of pet-
themed products for sale, an adoption area where attendees can meet some 
of the adoptable dogs from HSMC’s adoption center and refreshing food and 
drinks that will be available for purchase at Caddy’s of Bradenton.
 All proceeds from Paws in Motion will benefit the animals at HSMC’s 
Second Chance Adoption Center.
 Individuals and/or fund-raising teams can preregister online now by visiting 
www.humanemanatee.org/news/paws-in-motion/, or they can register at 8 
a.m. on the day of the event.
 There is a $15 registration fee that will include “loaded goody bags” for all 
participants. 
 Paws in Motion 2021 T-shirts, priced at $10 each, also will be available for 
sale online, at registration and during the event.



Humane Society of Manatee County is located at 2515 14th Street West in 
Bradenton and can be reached by calling 941-747-8808. The Adoption Center 
is open Tuesday through  Saturday, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.humanemanatee.org online, or send an e-mail to 
info@humanesocietymanatee.org.
 Open to the public, Humane Society of Manatee County Veterinary Clinic is 
located at 2415 14th Street West in Bradenton and can be reached by calling 
941-747-8808, Option #1. The veterinary clinic is open by appointment 
Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday, from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For additional information, visit www.humanemanatee.org. 

Above: In 2020, HSMC purchased a 1/2  acre of property with two buildings on site 
that total 6,000 square feet. The acquisition, which is adjacent to the veterinary clinic 
on 14th Street West, boosts both HSMC’s campus and building usage by 30 percent, 
 helping Manatee County’s leading animal welfare organization expand into the future. 

administrative costs and general operating expenses.
 For the past five years, revenue from the 
veterinary clinic also has helped fund the adoption 
center, as well as other operating expenses. 
 “The reason we continue to expand the clinic and 
increase the number of revenue-generating services 
we offer is to not only offset the costs of operating 
the shelter, but to allow us to offer free and low-cost 
services for pet owners with financial needs,” Rick 
says. “It’s a challenge, but it works.
 “We also are blessed to have unbelievable 
commitment from the community in support of all of 
our efforts,” he adds.
 HSMC has several funds in place to accept dona-
tions and meet specific financial needs, including:

• • The Animal Cruelty Fund—Providing resources 
to fund medical care for animal cruelty cases

• • Marlie’s Fund—Offsetting long-term medication 
and specialized food costs for shelter animals 
whose adoption depends on this kind of 
financial assistance

• • The Angel Fund—Providing medical care for pets 
of low-income families

• • The Spay it Forward Fund—Offsetting the cost of 
spay/neuter services for financially challenged 
families

• • The HSMC Pet Food Pantry—Providing dog and 
cat food for low-income families

 
 For a complete list of ways you can contribute to 
these funds or support other HSMC donation oppor-
tunities, visit www.humanemanatee.org/donate.

Regional & National Recognition
 Throughout its impressive history, HSMC has 
earned numerous awards and distinctions for its 
outstanding service within the community. 
 In 2018, for example, the organization was 
selected as the Manatee Chamber Small Business of 
the Year, Non-Profit. 
 For five consecutive years, HSMC also has 
received a Four Star rating from Charity Navigator, 
an independent nonprofit organization that 
evaluates “the financial health, accountability and 
transparency” of more than 160,000 non-profit 
organizations and charities throughout the nation. 
According to Charity Navigator, a Four Star rating, 
the highest assessment a non-profit organization can 
receive, is given to a nonprofit that is “exceptional” 
and “exceeds industry standards and outperforms 
most charities in its cause.”

A Record Year in Review
  One only needs to look at statistics from fiscal 
year 2019/2020 to witness HSMC’s continued and 
progressive service within the community.
 With an intake of 382 cats and 311 dogs, the 
Second Chance Adoption Center found homes for 
366 cats and kittens and 317 dogs and puppies.  

 The HSMC Veterinary Clinic also reached significant milestones in providing 
record numbers of high-quality, low to moderate cost services to pet owners 
throughout the county and the region, including:

 Not to be overlooked is the impact of HSMC’s Pet Food Pantry: 9,800 pounds 
of food were provided to community pet owners in need. 

A Bright & Promising Future
 Fifty years ago, only a handful of dedicated volunteers were involved in the 
start up of the new Manatee County animal shelter. Today, HSMC’s personnel 
includes 38 staff members and slightly more than 400 volunteers, each with 

the same commitment to prioritize companion animals, their families and the 
communities in which they live in a continuing effort to carry out the nonprofit 
organization’s mission statement: “We are committed to leading Manatee 
County in fostering compassion and respect for animals through care, education 
and collaboration.”
 There’s no doubt with the excellent leadership and resolute commitment of 
the board of directors, executive director, staff and volunteers that HSMC will 
successfully continue its journey in “saving lives four paws at a time.” 

• • 13,960 Vaccines 
• • 5,063 Wellness Exams
• • 5,615 Spay & Neuter Surgeries
• • 3,604 Heartworm tests

• • 1,090 Microchips
• • 405 Dentals
• • 222 X-rays
• • 1,346 TNR Surgeries


