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They say everything happens for a reason and when you least expect it. When Jan 
Pacak decided she wanted to volunteer at HSMC she stopped in unannounced one 
Saturday to “check the place out”. She knew it was important to be familiar and  
comfortable with the organization to which she was giving her valuable time.  
 

Jan asked to see the adoptable dogs and as she walked past a kennel in Smallville, 
the area where smaller furry guests are housed, she noticed an older, blind and deaf 
cocker spaniel named Shirley Temple. Jan had not come in looking for a dog to adopt, 
but somehow Shirley Temple touched her heart. She decided to take Shirley for a 
sleepover, giving her a break from the stress of the shelter. The next day Jan knew 
there was no way this curly haired sweetheart was going back. 
 

“I knew it was a dumb move for many reasons,” said Jan, but she had a cocker  
spaniel named Tootsie for 17 years and she was the love of Jan’s life. Tootsie had 
been gone for more than 15 years but she could hear Tootsie telling her to keep 
Shirley.  
 

Shirley Temple is now Tootsie 2, and while she is definitely sight impaired, Jan feels 
she can see shadows and light and can hear certain high pitched sounds.  She loves 
going for rides in the car and now sleeps curled up next to Jan in a big comfy bed. 
Tootsie 2 has hit the jackpot, thanks to the spirit of Tootsie 1, and Jan has no second 
thoughts; “All in all, for as long as I have her, I don’t regret it for a second.” 
 

Back to the original idea; Jan decided that Tootsie 2 needed her full and undivided 
attention at home, and she doesn’t want to leave her for any longer than necessary. 
She has delayed her volunteering duties for the foreseeable future, and that’s just 
fine with us. Her love and care of Tootsie 2 is the best excuse we’ve ever heard for 
changing someone’s mind about volunteering.  
 

The Best Excuse 

 Like us on Facebook 

 Follow us on Twitter 

 Follow us via Instagram 
Visit our website  

www.HumaneManatee.org 

Humane Society of Manatee County 
2515 14th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

www.humanemanatee.org 
info@humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Spay/Neuter Clinic:  
Monday-Saturday 

8am-5pm by Appointment 
941-747-8808 x302 

clinic@humanesocietymanatee.org 
 

Adoption Hours: 
Tuesday—Saturday 10 am to 5 pm 

and by appointment 
(941) 747-8808 x313 

adoptions@ 
humanesocietymanatee.org 

 
Feral Cat Information:                       
(941) 747-8808 x302 
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Look what you have helped 
accomplish in 2019 to date! 
 

Accepted into Second Chance 
adoption program: 
Dogs: 248 
Cats:  241 
 

Adoptions: 
Dogs:  218 
Cats:   216 
 

Spay/Neuter Surgeries: 
Dogs: 1702 
Cats:  2220 
 

Wellness patients served: 
Dogs and cats: 3450 
 

Dentals :  
Dogs and cats: 267 
 

Heartworm Treatments 
Dogs: 28 
 
X-Rays taken 
cats and dogs: 196 

Feline Souvenir  

 Saving Lives 

When Andreas Dietrich and his family came from Germany to Anna Maria Island for 
a vacation, little did they know they would be going home with a feline souvenir. 
Several days after arriving they heard a meow and upon opening the door, there 
stood a beautiful tortie/calico cat, hungry and lonely. Whether abandoned or lost, it 
was clear she was all alone in the world. What was a family of cat lovers to do? Their 
previous cat had passed away seven years ago, and they had been thinking about a 
new companion, but no matter where they looked, no one seemed quite right. 
 

The Dietrich family fell in love with this waif, named her Cookie, and decided to take 
her home to Germany. The only problem was that they were leaving in a few days 
and still had to get Cookie her shots. They visited HSMC’s Veterinary Clinic to get the 
required vaccinations, but then discovered there was a twenty-one (21) day waiting 
period before she would be allowed on a plane.  
 

Here is where the story takes an amazing turn. We 
agreed to care for Cookie for the requisite three 
weeks. The Dietrichs flew home with the promise to 
come back and get their new cat. True to his word, 
in three weeks Andreas booked a ticket, flew back to 
Florida, and took Cookie to her family waiting in  
Germany. 
 

She is now living the good life. We recently received 
an update from the family who said: “As you can  
imagine she purrs often and she purrs a lot. She is 
also a very good 'listener" when someone has had a  
challenging day at school, a long day at work or just 
needs a few seconds of a soft "cat pillow". She likes 
to help out the stay-at-home mom with her chores 
and also interestingly, likes to have her tummy 
rubbed. Even clipping her nails isn't a problem.  
She really is the absolute best cat ever and brings quiet 
joy into our home in great measure.” 

Cookie hit the jackpot! 

The HSMC Veterinary Clinic provides high quality care at affordable prices. We constantly strive 
to stay abreast of the latest innovations to help the veterinary team ensure that all animals are 
monitored while under anesthesia. We realized that more sophisticated equipment was  
needed for the safety of the animals during surgery. 
 

One of HSMC’s long time donors, Linda Davis, wanted to help make this happen. She  

generously donated the funds necessary to purchase a BM3 Touch Physiologic Monitor. When 

there are animals that are sick or at a high level of risk for anesthesia, having the ability to 

measure heart rate, oxygen levels, ECG, blood pressure and temperature is essential. We are 

often people’s last hope when their animals are sick and require surgery. We will commonly 

perform surgical procedures to address uterine infections, intestinal foreign bodies, masses, or 

anesthetize patients with heart disease. In-depth monitoring of these anesthetized animals 

allows us to handle surgical cases in a safer manner and decreases adverse events associated 

with anesthesia.  

We would like to thank Linda for her continued support, donors are the lifeblood of HSMC and 

the reason more lives are saved, four paws at a time. 
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Second Chances 

It is very difficult to write this story without being judgmental, but we have to remember that giving an animal 
a second chance at a healthy life and love is the goal of the Humane Society of Manatee County.  This is what 
each dog and cat deserves and thanks to the generous support of our donors and grantors, we are able to fulfill 
this promise to the best of our ability. 
 

Some people have a different take on the purpose of owning a dog or cat, and that is to make money by  
breeding them as often and as long as possible. When they are no longer able to 
produce litters, the animal is of no use to them and they are discarded like a bag of 
trash.  We’ve all seen those sad commercials of the dogs lined up in pens, paws 
never touching the ground, crammed into a space like sardines in a can. While  
London may not have been in a puppy mill with thousands of other victims, she was 
definitely a commodity to her owners. When she developed pyometra, an infection 
of her uterus which left untreated meant she would die a slow painful death, her 
owners brought her to the HSMC Veterinary Clinic. 
 

London was an adorable 7 year old miniature poodle who had been bred her entire 
life, litter after litter. Surgical removal of her uterus would mean she was done with 
motherhood and the “cash cow” would be useless, without surgery she would die. 
When given their options, the owners decided they were unwilling to spend any 
money on this precious dog since they “couldn’t get it back out of her”. They would 
take her home and let her die. 
 

The medical and shelter staff was not about to let this happen. They convinced the owners to sign the dog over 
to HSMC, she was spayed immediately and never has to worry about being used as a puppy machine again. 
Once London has recovered she will be placed in the Second Chance Adoption Center, where she will find a new 
family. 
 

Cases like this are covered by the Angel Fund, funded completely by donors, for medical cases in which the 
owner is unable to pay or in this case is unwilling to pay. You saved London’s life. Thank you. 
 
*** Update*** London has been adopted into a loving home and will now live the life she deserves. 
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Animal Cruelty Fund started 

As animal lovers, we can’t understand how a human can treat an animal with anything less than compassion. Yet, it  
happens more often than we’d like to admit. The Bradenton Police Dept. and Manatee Sheriff’s Office take animal abuse 
and neglect very seriously in the county and when dogs and cats are confiscated from owners, they frequently end up in 
our care. Our Veterinary Clinic has seen the worst of the worst; animals burned, emaciated to the point of  
starvation and serious (potentially fatal) medical conditions left untreated.  The road to recovery is often long and costly 
in terms of both time and money.  
 

The Bradenton Police Dept. wanted to assist in recouping some of these expenses, and HSMC was the recipient of a  
generous $2,000 grant from their forfeiture account. We are so grateful for their support in this most important and 
heart wrenching cause. We have established an Animal Cruelty Fund so that we can continue to care for the victims of 
human neglect.. If you would like to donate to help the victims of cruelty and neglect, please visit our website at: 
www.humanemanatee.org/donate or mail a check to 2515 14th St. W. Bradenton, FL 34205 and note Animal Cruelty 
Fund in the memo line. 
 

This is truly a case of speaking for those who cannot speak for themselves.  

London now enjoys the fresh air 
and sunshine. 
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Second Saturday of each month                        
Adoptions at Pets Plus 
8943 US Hwy 301N, Parrish 
 
Third Saturday of each month 
Adoptions at Petsmart 
4942 S. Tamiami Tr. , Sarasota 
 
Last Saturday of each month 
Dog Adoptions at Caddy’s at the 
Pointe 12 pm—3 pm  
 
Oct. 26– Jewelry to the Rescue 
Jewelry Party—Good Liquid Brewery 
4824 14th St. W, Bradenton 
4pm—7 pm 
 

 
 
 
 

                        
 

 

Wish List 

Canned & dry food 
Cat litter-non clumping 
Cat treats & catnip 
Dog treats 
Large Kong toys 
Large Nylabones 
Bully sticks 
Tough dog toys 
Bottles & nipples for baby kittens & 
puppies 
Creamy peanut butter 
2-8 second thermometers 
Digital SLR camera 
Copy paper 8.5” x 11” 
Postage stamps 
Paper towels 
Toilet paper 
Garbage bags 
Gift cards 
Check out our Amazon Wish list too! 
And our very favorite wish: for every 
animal to have a loving home 

Nov. 12—A GoldPhoto Pet  
Photography-HSMC shelter 
4pm—7:30 pm  reservations 
needed 
 
Nov. 16-17—Canine Christmas 
Bishop SPCA 
10 am—4 pm 
 
Dec. 8– Jingle Paws 
Phillippi Estate Park 
5500 S. Tamiami Tr. Sarasota 
12pm—5 pm 


